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Per fec tly  Str a n d e d
B y  D i a n e  H o l c o m b
T h e  r o a d s  w e r e  d e e p l y
RU TTED  FROM W E E K S  O F  S P R IN G
r a i n s , b u t  A l l a n  s a i d , a s  w e  
c a r e e n e d  d o w n  t h e  s t e e p
H I L L ,  " T W O  IN C H E S  U N D E R  TH IS  
MUD ,  IT'S S O L ID  ROCK.  N O T H I N G  
TO W O R R Y  A B O U T . "
HE W A S  R I G H T .  WE M A D E  IT  
T H R O U G H  TO S E V E R A L  O F  T H E  
O IL  W E L L S  W E  W E R E  IN SPECT IN G  
ON  T H A T  S U N N Y  S U N D A Y  A F T E R ­
NOON ,  H A V IN G  G O N E  T H E  L O N G  
W A Y .  T H R O U G H  T H E  MA IN  G A T E ­
KEEPER  f o r  J o h n  Z i n k 's  S c o u t  
R a n c h . A l l a n  w a s  s h o w i n g
ME AN  D O U R  T H IR T E E N -Y E A R -O LD  
d a u g h t e r . L a u r a , t h e  n e w
W A Y  TO  O U R  O I L  L E A S E  ( A L L
m i n e r a l  r i g h t s  i n  O s a g e  
C o u n t y  h a v e  t o  b e  l e a s e d  
f r o m  t h e  O s a g e  In d i a n  T r i b e ).
T h e  r e c e n t l y  b u i l t  S k i a - 
t o o k  L a k e  h a d  t a k e n  o v e r
THE  O L D  ROADS .  WE  W E R E  A N X ­
IO U S  TO  S E E  H O W  H I G H  T H E  
W A T E R  H A D  C O M E  UP. F L O O D IN G  
S O M E  O F  O U R  W E L L S  A N D  T H E  
L A N D  T H A T  W E  US E D  TO  W A L K
o v e r . L a u r a  w a s  p l a n n i n g  t o  
SH O O T  HER B B G U N F O R A L I T T L E  
t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e .
A l l a n  p u l l e d  u p  b e s i d e  t h e
" P O P C O R N  S H A C K , "  a n  A N C IE N T  
1 8
C O N C E S S IO N  T R A I L E R  C O N V E R T ­
ED  T O  T O O L  W A R E H O U S E .  H E  
T U R N E D  O F F  T H E  O L D  P I C K - U P  
T R U C K 'S  IG N IT IO N  A N D  SAID,  “ O h . 
I D ID N ’T M E A N  TO DO T H A T . "  T H E  
T R U C K  W A S  DEAD.  M O R E  PRE ­
C I S E L Y ,  T H E  B A T T E R Y ,  W H I C H  I 
N O W  T O T A L L Y  R E C A L L E D  T H A T  
HE W A S  C H A R G I N G  B E F O R E  W E  
L E F T  T H E  H O U S E ,  W A S  DEAD.  WE  
W E R E  N O W H E R E ,  W IT H  T H E  G A T E ­
HO USE  A RUTTED TEN MILES BACK,  
A N D  A F L O O D E D  R O A D  A N D  L A K E  
B E F O R E  US.
V i s i o n s  o f  H e r s h e y  b a r s  
a n d  c o l d  P e p s i  C o l a  s u d d e n l y
C A M E  TO  ME AS  I R E A L I Z E D  H O W  
U N P R E P A R E D  W E  W E R E  F O R  A 
L O N G  S I E G E  O F  W A I T I N G  F O R  
RESCUE.
" A n y  c h a n c e  o f  P a u l  c o m i n g
UP HERE  T O D A Y ? "  I A SKE D .  H O P E ­
F U L L Y .  P a u l  i s  o u r  p u m p e r .
" N o t  l i k e l y . It 's  h i s  d a y  o f f . 
H e  g o e s  t o  c h u r c h ,”  h e  s a i d .
" W e l l , " I s a i d , " l u c k i l y , w e  
l e f t  J a m e s  a t  h o m e . W h e n  n o  
o n e ' s  t h e r e  t o  t a k e  h i m  t o  
b a n d  p r a c t i c e  t o m o r r o w
M O R N IN G ,  H E ' L L  NOT IC E  W E 'R E  
NOT  H O M E  A N D  S E N D  H ELP . "
J a m e s  i s o u r  f o u r t e e n -y e a r - 
o l d . H e  h a d  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  t o
d o  t h a n  t r e k  o f f  t o  t a l l y  
h i g h  w a t e r . H e ’d  s t a y e d  b e ­
h i n d  TO  w a t c h  w r e s t l i n g  o n  
TV.
“ I ’ M G O I N G  TO  H IK E  D O W N  TO  
T H E  O L D  R O A D  A N D  SEE  IF T H E R E  
IS A N Y O N E  O U T  T A K IN G  A S u n d a y  
DRIVE  TO  L O O K  A T  T H E  W A T E R , "
A l l a n  s a i d . " I t ’s  o n l y  a b o u t
T H R E E  M ILES . "
H e  LEFT .  IT w a s  s t r a n g e l y  
QUIET .
L a u r a  s u g g e s t e d  r e m o v i n g
T H E  R E A R - V I E W  M I R R O R  A N D  
F L A S H I N G  A N  S.O.S. I T E N D E D  TO  
A G R E E  W IT H  HER.  B U T  IT W A S N ’T  
YET  T IME FOR  D E S P E R A T E  M E A ­
SURES .  I C O U L D  J U S T  E NV IS IO N  
T H E  H U M O N G O U S  B I L L  W E  
W O U L D  GET  FOR  T H E  L A N D I N G
o f  a  L i f e - F l i g h t  h e l i c o p t e r
A N D  T H E  L O O K S  ON  E V E R Y O N E 'S  
F A C E S  W H E N  W E  M E R E L Y  A S K E D  
F O R  A J U M P - S T A R T  ON  O U R  B A T ­
TERY (a n d / o r  a  P e p s i  a n d c a n d y  
BAR) .  AT L E A S T  IT W A S  B R O A D  
D A Y L I G H T  A N D  T H E R E  W A S  NO  
L A U N D R Y  T O  W A S H  O R  A N Y  
M E A L S  TO FIX. I C O U L D  L E A R N  TO  
A P P R E C IA T E  TH IS  S IT UAT IO N .
T a k i n g  s t o c k  o f  m y  p u r s e . I
F O U N D  F O U R  C L O R E T S  B R E A T H
D e o d o r a n t  G u m  p i e c e s . L a u r a
w e s t v ie w
A N D  I E A C H  T O O K  ONE ,  AS  IT W A S  
LUNCH -T IME.  A N D  PUT  T H E  O T H E R  
T W O  A W A Y  FOR  "D IN N E R . "  T h e r e  
W A S  N O T H IN G  E LS E  T H E  L E A S T  
BIT U S E F U L  IN THE  PURSE.  EXCEPT
s o m e  K l e e n e x  t i s s u e s  a n d
THREE  OR  F O U R  PENS.
J O H N Z l N K ' S  R A N C H  IS S E V E R A L  
H U N D R E D  A C R E S  O F  W O O D E D
l a n d . T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p o n d s .
E N O U G H  N A T I V E  S T O N E S  T O  
B U I L D  A C A S T L E .  M U C H  O L D  O IL -  
W E L L  E Q U I P M E N T .  A N D  T H E  
T R E E S - LA R G E  A N D  S M A L L .  T H E R E  
ARE B IRDS  A N D  C R IT TER S  O F  A L L  
KINDS.  B U T  T H E R E  ARE  NO  B A T H ­
ROOMS.
I H A D  O N L Y  T H R E E  K L E E N E X
l e f t . A l l a n  w a s  c o m i n g  i n t o
VIEW .  B U T  HE H A D  B EEN  G O N E  
F O R  O N L Y  A F E W  M I N U T E S .  
T H O U G H  IT S E E M E D  L IK E  H O URS .  
A N D  HE W A S  A LO N E .
" I t ' s  f l o o d e d  u p t o o  f a r , "  
HE SAID.  WE D IS C U S S E D  d o i n g  
O U R  S.O.S. B I T  O N  T H E  H O R N .  
BUT  HE DEC ID ED  TO  H IK E  B A C K  
TO T H E  G A T E H O U S E  TEN  M ILES
u p  t h e  h i l l . A f t e r  h e  l e f t . 
L a u r a  a n d  I w e r e  a f r a i d  t o  
h o n k  t h e  h o r n  i n  c a s e  h e
MIGHT  T H IN K  W E  W E R E  S U M M O N ­
ING HIM BACK .  B U T  W E  S E C R E T LY  
T H O U G H T  IT A BETTER  PLAN .
L a u r a  b e g a n  t o  b u s y  h e r ­
s e l f  D O O D L IN G  ON  T H E  B A C K S  
OF T H E  W E L L  LOGS .  S T A C K S  OF
p a p e r  A l l a n  l e a v e s  l y i n g
A R O U N D  IN T H E  P IC K -U P  F L O O R  
" O F F IC E . "  S h e  w a s  D O I N G T R A C -  
INGS A R O U N D  AN  O L D  L ID  SHE  
H A D  F O U N D .  " L l D  A R T . "  S H E  
D U B B E D  IT.
I P IC KE D  UP A P IECE O F  THE  
G R A P H  PAPER.  T H E  S Q U I G G L E S  
ON IT L O O K E D  L IK E  S O M E T H IN G  
F R O M  A L I E - D E T E C T O R  T E S T .  I 
T U R N E D  IT OVER  A N D  B E G A N  TO  
W R I T E  MY  O W N  V E R S I O N  O F  A 
SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON 
T H E  PRIMIT IVE B E A U T Y  O F  O U R  
N A T U R A L  S U R R O U N D I N G S  W A S  
S L IG H T L Y  M A R R E D  BY A C H U G -  
C H U G G I N G  S O U N D .  C A U S E D  BY  
THE  MO TO R  OF  THE  O L D  V IN T A G E  
1 9 3 0 ' S  P U M P  H O U S E  A B O V E  US  
A N D  A F A I N T  D R I F T  O F  B R Y A N
A d a m s  s i n g i n g  " l  N e e d  S o m e ­
b o d y "  f r o m  L a u r a 's  e v e r -p r e ­
s e n t  P O R T A B L E  R A D I O  E A R ­
P H O N E S .
W E  W O N D E R E D  IF T H E  B U Z ­
Z A R D S  C I R C L I N G  O V E R H E A D  H A D  
A N Y T H I N G  T O  DO  W I T H  US.  W E  
F A N T A S I Z E D  A B O U T  U S IN G  L A U ­
R A ' S  B B  G U N  T O  S H O O T  O U R  
D I N N E R  A N D  O F  U S I N G  A N  O L D  
B E E R  C A N  TO  H E A T  P O N D  W A T E R  
F O R  D R I N K I N G .  W E  M U S T  K E E P  
O U R  SP IR ITS H IGH.
No H U N T I N G  IS A L L O W E D  ON  
T H E  R A N C H .  N O R  F IS H IN G .  NO R  
M O T O R C Y C L IN G .  N O R  O V E R S IZ E D  
T R U C K S .  N O R  SP E E D IN G .  T H E R E  
W A S  A N  O U T S ID E  C H A N C E  T H A T  
W E  M I G H T  D O  O N E  O F  T H E S E  
F O R B I D D E N  T H I N G S  A N D  C O N ­
C E I V A B L Y  BE " C A U G H T . "  IF O N L Y  
W E  H A D  B R O U G H T  A R I F L E  W I T H
us. O n e  s h o t  w o u l d  s u r e l y
B R IN G  S O M E O N E  D O W N  ON  US.
A h . w e l l .
A f t e r  a n  h o u r  h a s  p a s s e d .
T H E R E ' S  N O T H I N G  T O  DO  B U T  
N O T I C E  T H E  M I N U T I A E  ( L A U R A .  
M U T T E R I N G  S O M E T H I N G  A B O U T
D a i r y  Q u e e n , w a s  t r y i n g  t o
T A K E  A NAP ) .  T H E  D U S T Y  B L U E  
D A S H B O A R D  IN F R O N T  O F  ME  
C O N T A I N E D  A PA IR O F  B R O K E N  
S U N G L A S S E S .  A PA IR  OF  B R O K E N  
S A F E T Y  G LA S S E S .  A N D  A POST- IT  
NO T E  W IT H  A G R A P H IC  P IC TUR E  
IN P E N  A N D  IN K  S I G N E D  " B Y
L a u r i e . "  S m a s h e d  b u g s  o n
THE  W I N D S H I E L D  F O R C E D  C O N ­
T E M P L A T IO N  OF  MY O W N  F R A G IL E  
MORTAL IT Y .
A  S H O R T  D IS TAN C E  OFF .  TH ER E  
ARE  H I L L S  TO  THE  F R O N T  A N D  
B A C K  O F  US. H I L L S  TO THE  LE F T  
A N D  R IGHT .  W IT H  A L L A N  G O N E  
FOR  HELP .  TH E R E 'S  N O T H IN G  TO  
DO B U T  WAIT .  I W IS H  T H A T  I H A D  
M O R E  T H A N  A P A S S I N G  F A N C Y  
F O R S C E N I C  W O N D E R S .  I L O N G E D  
FOR  T A L L  B U I L D I N G S  A N D  M A N ­
M ADE  FEATS .  A N D  LE S S  OF  AN  
IM A G IN A T IO N .  I BEG IN  TO T H IN K  
O F  S N A K E S  A N D  R I C O C H E T I N G  
B B  S. I W O R R Y  T H A T  A L L A N  HAS  
BEEN  A M B U S H E D  BY B O Y  S C O U T  
C a m p e r s  w h o  t h i n k  h e  l o o k s
MORE L IK E  AN  E S C A P E D  C O N V IC T  
T H A N  A B U S I N E S S M A N  IN W E E ­
K E N D  g r u n d i e s . W h a t  i f  J a m i e , 
LE F T  TO H IS  O W N  DEVICES TOO  
LO N G .  B U R N S  D O W N  THE  H O U S E  
TO N IG H T .  F IX IN G  HIS O W N  G R I L L ­
ED C HEESE
T H E  F L A S H L I G H T  IN T H E  G L O V E  
BOX  H A S  A D E A D  BATTER Y .  I M A K E  
A M E N T A L  N O T E  T O  B E  M O R E  
P R E P A R E D  IN T H E  F U T U R E .  J U S T  
B E C A U S E  T H IS  IS N O T  T H E  V E H I ­
C L E  I U S U A L L Y  D R I V E  IS N O  
EXCUSE.
O f  c o u r s e , t h e  w o r s t  t h a t
C A N  H A P P E N  IS T H A T  W E  W I L L  
H A V E  TO S P E N D  T H E  N IG H T  HERE.  
A N D  O N L Y  IF N O  O N E  IS AT  T H E  
G A T E H O U S E  IN F IVE  H O U R S .  OR  
H O W E V E R  L O N G  I T T A K E S  A SEM I -  
S E D E N T A R Y .  M I D D L E - A G E D  
( T H O U G H  H A N D S O M E )  M A N  T O  
W A L K  T E N  M I L E S  ( O R  H A V E  A 
H E A R T  ATTACK ) .  H A D  A L L A N  N O T  
B E E N  W I T H  U S .  W E  W O U L D N ' T  
H A V E  B EEN  AT T H E  L E A S E  IN THE  
F IRST PLAC E  WE W O U L D N ' T  HAVE  
B E E N  IN T H IS  P R E D I C A M E N T  (BY  
MYSELF .  I T E N D  TO GET S T R A N D E D  
O N L Y  AT  G R O C E R Y  S T O R E S  OR  
O N  W E L L - T R A V E L E D  R O A D S )  O h . 
W E L L .  I D ID  T A K E  T H E  T IME TO  
P U T  O N  M A K E - U P  B E F O R E  W E  
LEFT .  O n e  M U S T  L O O K  ON  THE  
B R IG H T  SIDE.  I PEEK A T  L A U R A .
O u r  h a i r  is c u r l e d  W e  l l  l o o k
F A IR L Y  G O O D  W H E N  THEY  F IN D  
O U R  C A R C A SSES .
P e r h a p s , a s  a  p r o t e c t i o n
A G A IN S T  PANIC .  I ' L L  T E L L  M Y S E L F
f a i r y  t a l e s : M a y b e  A l l a n  h a s
R U N  IN TO  S O M E O N E  AT THE  O T H ­
ER L E A S E S  W E  H A V E  P A S S E D .  
A N D T H E Y  A R E  O N  T H E I R  W A Y  
B AC K  TO US AT TH IS  VERY MINUTE.
W a i t . I t h i n k  I h e a r  s o m e o n e
C O M IN G .  I H O L D  MY H E A D  H IG H  
A N D  ST ILL .  L IKE B A M B l ' S  MOTHER .
It  i s  o n l y  t h e  w i n d  r u s t l i n g
T H E  L E F T O V E R  D R Y  L E A V E S  IN 
THE  O A K  TREES.  T H E Y 'R E  R IGHT  
NEXT  TO THE  M A P L E S  T H A T  H AVE  
T I N Y ,  R E D  L E A F - B U D S  C U R L E D  
L IK E  PO IN TY  R A C C O O N  F INGERS .  
W A IT IN G  FOR  MORE B A L M Y  S U N  
TO  C O A X  T H E M  FLAT .  W H A T  A N  
IM A G IN A T IO N .  W H A T  A BUMMER .
S u d d e n l y , a t  t w o  o 'c l o c k .
T H E  R U S T L I N G  L E A V E S  T U R N  
INTO A G R A Y  P ICK-U P W IT H  J U M P ­
ER C A B L E S  A N D  T W O  MEN.  O N E  
OF  THEM IS T IRED A N D  H A N D S O M E  
A N D  C L A IM S  TO H A V E  W A L K E D  
SIX  M I L E S  IN W H A T  H A S  B E E N  
A B O U T  1 >/2 HOURS. . . .  N O W  W H A T  
AM I G O IN G  TO FIX FOR D INNER  
W IT H  N O T H IN G  T H A W E D  O UT?
1 9S p r i n g  1 9 8 7
